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For the Christian Herald. 


EFFECTS OF SPECIAL PRAYER AND CHRISTIAN 
CONVERSATION. 


Durine a short journey to I enjoyed the happiness of asso- 
ciating with a Christian of no common order. Her early life had been 
devoted to the instruction and improvement of the minds of youth, and 
her declining years were consecrated to the service of her Heavenly 
Father. She was blessed with the spirit of a “ Pilgrim and stranger on 
the earth,” and gave no more attention to worldly concerns than was 
requisite to the strict performance of her duty, and by her deep devoted- 
ness evidenced to all around, that she was sincercely “seeking a better 
country, that is an heavenly.” Her conversation was not of this 
world, and it was impossible to be Jong in her society without really 
becoming better, and feeling the soul elevated above-this “ little sphere 
of things,” to the contemplation of scenes holy and sublime. She ap- 
peared to me like one “ walking thoughtfully along the shore of eternity,’ 
—glancing an eye of faith over its depths unknown, and returning to 
earth with a heart feeling its vanity, and a mind expanded by its hea- 
venly employment. 

One day, while conversing on the subject of an appearance of a 
revival among the people with whom she resides, she gave me the fol- 
lowing relation respecting one of her neighbours.—He was formerly a 
very worldly man, much engrossed by the cares of life, and particularly 
distinguished for his hostility to religion—seldom entered the sanctuary 
of the Lord, and ridiculed those whe did. Some time since there was 
considerable attention to religion in the school which his children at- 
tended—they were impressed—he withdrew them immediately, saying, 
“he would prefer that the plague should enter his dwelling to having 
his children spoiled by religion.” His wife was a plain sincere Chris- 
tian, and had long mourned in secret over the hardness of heart which 
he manifested. 

Ina small female prayer meeting, which she attended, the heads of 
families were particularly remembered. ‘The husband of one of the 
members had repeatedly conversed with him respecting the concerns of 
his soul, but apparently with no effect. Soon after one of these con- 
versations, two brethren, from New-Haven, attended a meeting in the 
place, and gave an account of the animating state of religion among that 
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people. Mr. was there, induced, as he afterwards said, by the 
solemn admonitions of the friend above mentioned: The Lord’s time 
had now come, in which to melt his stubborn heart and bend his aged 
knees in supplication for that merey of which before he had never felt 
his need. He retired from the meeting in great agitation of mind; his 
sins, particularly that of opposing the truths of the most high God, 
weighed him down with fearful horror. Some time he remained thus 
deeply distressed, when he found a Saviour willing to receive the re- 
turning sinner. 

He immediately called on the good man, and, while tears of penitence 
rolled down his furrowed cheeks, thanked him for his. faithfulness in 
reproving him, in which duty, let me remark, Christians are commonly 
most deficient. 

Now, while occupied in the field, for he is a farmer, the grateful 
emotions of his heart are continually ascending to the throne of the 
Eternal, for his sovereign mercy in thus calling him at the eleventh hour, 
and he can say, while thus employed in worshipping his God— 





“The calm retreat—the silent shade, 
With prayer and praise agree ; 

And seem by thy sweet bounty made 
For those who follow Thee.” 


IT was present when he united with the church. The air of deep so- 
lemnity and sweet humility which he wore, deeply interested me, and 
induced a fervent prayer, that his might be the path of the just, resem- 
bling the “light which shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” 
In this hasty sketch, you will perceive, it is my design to impress upon 
the reader the importance of special prayer and Christian conversa- 
tion. Lrejoice that these subjects are frequently presented to the mind 
by abler writers; but we require constant instruction by precept and 
example, and if this account is so blessed as to animate even one soul in 
the performance of those positive duties, I have not written in vain. 


LACOMAR. 





DIRECTIONS FOR VISITING THE SICK. 


To the Editor of the (London) Evangelical Magazine. 


Six 

As there are now many Societies laudably employed in visiting the 
sick, for the purposes of administering both spiritual instruction and 
temporal support, the following directions may, I trust, afford some as- 
sistance. They are taken from a sermon in the Morning Exercises, 
preached at Cripplegate Church in the year 1661, by the Rev. Matthew 
Poole, the famous author of the Annotations, only that I have a little 
abridged and modernized the language. 

The subject discussed in this excellent discourse is—‘ How ministers 
or Christian friends may, and ought, to apply themselves to sick persons 
for their good, and the discharge of their own consciences ?” The text 
is—(Job xxxiii. 23, 24.) “ If there be a messenger with him, one among 
a thousand,” &c.; from which the preacher derives this doctrme— 
“ That the seasonable instruction of sick persons is a work of great ad- 
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wantage, but of great difficulty.” Having proved this, he proceeds to 
the following directions :— 

1. Endeavour to understand the state of the sick person. As physi- 
cians take pains by conference with friends, and by examining the pa- 
tient, so should ministers by discourse with religious acquaintance, and 
by searching conference with the sick persons, endeavour to find 
out the truth: for why should we not be as accurate in healing men’s 
souls as their bodies ? 

2. The great business is to bring the sick person to a true sight of his 
state and condition ; indeed this is a happy thing, whatever his condi- 
tion be. If his condition be good, then it is a happiness to know it, 
that he may have the comfort of it: if it be bad, yet it is a happiness to 
know it, that a man may be capable of counsel, and put into the way to 
amend it. It is true, evil men, like persons much in debt, care not to 
look into their books and understand their debts; but they must be 
brought to it. And the worse thy condition is, the more art thou con- 
cerned to discover it: for to be ignorant of thy condition, if it be good, 
only hinders thee from comfort ; but if it be bad, it hinders thee from 
salvation: you and they must both consider, that as the heart is always 
deceitful, so then more especially.—Then men are unable to examine 
themselves, their natural parts are weakened, and their mind diverted 
by bodily pains, that it cannot attend, and so may sooner be imposed 
upon.——Then also men are slothful and listless, as to all spiritual exer- 
cises: if even good men are slothful in their most healthful times, how 
much more evil men in times of sickness ?—In times of sickness men 
are greedy of comfort, and so will catch even at a shadow. On all these 
accounts there needs the more caution, to set before their eyes the folly 
and misery of self-deceit, especially in eternal concerns. 

3. Ministers and others must take care, lest, while they avoid one ex- 
treme they run into another, which is a common error in practice. Some 
for the prevention of despair, have made such unseasonable applications 
of comfort, as have created presumptuous hopes. Others again to pre- 
vent presumption, have so indiscreetly aggravated things, as to render 
them hopeless, and so careless, &c. ‘There must therefore be a prudent 
mixing of things together : as the wise physician mixeth several ingre- 
dients, he puts in some things of a sharp and corroding nature, which 
may eat out or remove the noxious humours’; but addeth to them things 
of a more gentle temperature, which by their lenity may correct the 
acrimony of the former. God himself sets us a copy by the mouth of 
Samuel, (1 Sam. xii. 20.) 4 You have done all this wickedness :” there 
is the corrosive, he faithfully discovers that; yet, lest the disease should 
rather be exasperated than removed, he adds this healing counsel, “ Yet 
turn not aside from following the Lord.” And this cordial is added, 
(ver. 22.) “ The Lord will not forsake his people:” and Ezra thus fol- 
lows it, (ch. x. 2.) “We have trespassed against God, and have taken 
strange wives : yet now there is hope in Israel concerning this; now, 
therefore, let us make a covenant with God.” 

4. The same metheds are not to be used to all sick persons: you 
might as well give the same pill to all diseased persons, whereas that 
which would cure one will kill another; discreet physicians diversify 
their applications, according to the difference of the patient’s disorder 
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and condition; so here. And there are many differences to be remark- 
ed here. 

(1.) Difference of tempers, whether tender, or rough and stubborn ; 
as you read it is the husbandman’s diseretion, “that the fitches are not 
threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is the cart wheel turned 
upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the 
cummin witha rod ;” (Isa. xxviii. 27.) so it must be the discretion of a 
minister, to have respect to the different tempers of men, in his applica- 
tions to them. It is said of Christ, he taught the Disciples as they were 
able to bear. 

(2.) Difference of education and conversation. Some have been 
muzzled in ignorance, others brought up in the knowledge of the truth. 
Not considering this, occasions much mischief. Discourse to an igno- 
rant person of the necessity of faith and repentance, and ofttimes you 
lose your labour ; he conceits he hath believed and repented; for he 
takes faith to be a believing, though without any grounds, that God 
hath pardoned him; and repentance a crying “God have mercy.” 
We must consider where foundations are to be laid ; and where we need 
only raise superstructures. Some have a loose an dprofane education, 
others civil and religious ; the former require more terror, the latter 
more caution, lest they deceive themselves. 

(3.) Difference of guilt. Though all sinners, yet great difference is to 
be made in the treatment of moral characters and gross sinners: as God 
expects, so ministers must endeavour, that sorrow may bear some pro- 
portion with the sin :——“ Peter having sinned grievously, wept bitterly,” 
(Mat. xxvii. ulz.) 

5. It is very improper to follow the counsels or desires of sick per- 
sons, or their carnal friends. It fares with faithful ministers, as with 
honest and able physicians, that are many times ill thought of by the sick 
man and his foolish friends. When they put him to pain or trouble, 
they are charged with cruelty, and delighting to torment the poor man 
unnecessarily ; and it may be think of discharging him, and getting a 
physician that will deal more gently with him : whereas, indeed, he is 
the sick man’s best friend, and many times should he not pain him, he 
would kill him: so it is here. Come to a sick man, he cries, “ Com- 
fort, for God’s sake !” Sosay his friends, and they think all is done, if 
they can get comfort. Why, you shall have it, but in due time: you 
would have ease, health, &c. ; but you must be contented to wait for it, 
and expect it in due order: first you must be sick ; ofttimes that physic 
is the best which makes you sickest. You shall be healed; but if you 
would proceed regularly, and haye a true cure, you must first have your 
wound searched, and then healed, else you have only a palliative cure, 
and the wound will fester inwardly.—It is asad mistake of sick persons, 
that they think comfort is all they are to look after. It is not present 
comfort, but everlasting happiness you must seek. It is not to die quietly 
like a lamb, (as the vulgar phrase is,) but to die the death of the right- 
eous : it is not so much a calm, and sweet, and easy passage, but a safe 
harbour : one may go to heaven in a storm, and to hell ina calm; and 
which is better ? judge you: those wretches in Ps. Ixxiii. 4. have no 
bands in their death, and yet death hath dominion aver them. Comfort 
is not the great thing you need. 
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6. The same course, for substance, is to be taken for the conversion 
of both sick persons and those in health. There is but one way to hea- 
ven for all ; and therefore consider with yourselves what you would do 
if they were in health, and what were necessary then; why, that same 
course you must take now: and if it be more troublesome to sick per- 
sons, they may blame themselves for it, who neglected the time of their 
health, &c. Indeed, sick men are apt to favour themselves, and to think 
God will accept of less from them than others; whereas, if possible, 
they have need to do more than others, and to make the more haste, 
having the less time to work. 

7. The greatest care must be taken to keep sick persons from those 
errors whereby they commonly miscarry ; such as, 

(1.) Insensibility of their danger, whereas the first step to a cure is to 
know one’s malady. It is a dreadful thing to see poor ignorant and 
unconverted sinners at the brink of the pit, ready to drop into hell, and 
not at all affected with it, &c. If ever you mean to do them any good, 
you must awaken them out of that mortal sleep of lethargy, with a con- 
viction of their danger, lest they sleep the sleep of death. 

(2.) Willingness to be deluded. You may know it thus: If an igno- 
rant minister or friend offers comfort, how greedily they catch at it: 
They will receive comfort upon any grounds, nay, upon no grounds, but 
upon the bare words, it may be, of a time-serving and man-pleasing mi- 
nister. But let a serious and faithful minister come to them, and show 
them their sad, and sinful, and hazardous condition, and they will not 
admit it; but, as Peter says, are “ willingly ignorant.” (2 Peter iii. 5.) 

(3.) Carelessness and listlessness. ‘This is the temper of many : 
knowing the difficulty of believing, repenting, &c. and remembering their 
own wicked lives, they cast off the care of that which they think will be 
to no purpose. You must therefore strive to possess them with the ne- 
cessity of Christian carefulness. What madness it is to be careless now, 
which is the only season of caring to any purpose ?>——What folly it is to 
free themselves from the care of a few days, to assure to themselves 
everlasting care and torment >— 

(4.) Resting in — This has fatally deceived many. You 
may discourse excellently against sin in the general, and raise in them 
some passion against it, yet not profit them at all; true repentance 
takes notice of particular sins. And as generals have no existence, but 
in the particulars; so it is sin, in particular, which doth primarily af- 
fect the heart of a true penitent. 

(5.) The concealment of some hidden way of wickedness, I believe, 
hath sent many to hell. ‘They would never make their disease known, 
through fear of shame, as some persons have died of those diseases 
which they have concealed. It is true, a man is not bound to make con- 
fession of all his sins to a minister, as we rightly assert against Papists : 
but yet in many cases it is both expedient and necessary to acknowledge 
his guilt to men: and to say nothing of those cases wherein it is some- 
times necessary, I shall only instance one, that the physician, knowing 
more exactly the malady, may more effectually proportion his remedy. 
Possess them with this in such cases. How much better it is to have 
some shame before a friend, who will cover your shame, and not reproach 
you with it, than before all the world? Convince them what folly it is, 
to be unfaithful to themselves. 
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8. Take heed of healing the souls of sick persons slightly. This we 
are very apt to--from the sick man’s greedy desire of comfort—from 
the expectation and desire of carnal friends—from our own careless 
hearts, that love not to put ourselves to any trouble ; however, take 
heed of it, (Jer. viii. 11.) ‘They have healed the hurt of the daughter of 
my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when there is no peace.” 
This is the case: A soul (whether in sickness or in health) must first 
be wounded, then healed. There must be sorrow and travail ere the 
man-child be brought forth. There must be true repentance and godly 
sorrow—deep sorrow, great heaviness, of heart, &c. Repentance is 
neither a short nor a superficial work. Persuade them to wait God’s 
leisure, and in God’s way for the cure, not +o precipitate your work. 
Persuade them not to be afraid of sorrows, troubles, &c. but rather to 
fear the want of them, for here is a common and a fatal mistake: most 
men are afraid of sorrow, and labour to drive it away; whereas indeed 
sorrow is the midwife of alltrue joy. Tears of penitential sorrow are 
ihe streams that lead us to the rivers of pleasure, which are at God’s 
right hand. And on the contrary, to be a stranger to godly sorrow, is 
one of the worst sigus of a lost soul. 


Xntelligence. 


ENGLAND.—Home Missions. 
For the Christian Herald. 


Letter from Tuomas Tompson, Esq. Treasurer of the (London) 
Home Missionary Society, to “ the Committee of the City of New-York 
Missionary Society.””* 

London, Aug. 25, 1821. 

CurisTIAN Frienp,—Agreeably to the directions of the committee 
of the Home Missionary Society, I have the pleasure of forwarding you 
a few reports, tracts, magazines, &c. &c. and to assure our Christian 
brethren across the Atlantic, of the lively interest we feel in the exer- 
tions they are making not only in the city of New-York, but through the 
medium of their Bible, Tract, Marine, and Sunday School Societies, for 
a fallen world. Our committee will feel highly gratified in opening a 
correspondence with you, being sanguine in the expectation that we 
shall thereby provoke each other to more extensive efforts in the cause 
of Christ and souls. 

Our primary object in forwarding you the evidences of our success- 
ful appeal in behalf of the British Heathen, was to encourage you to 
similar efforts. We rejoice in the exertions you have already made 
for the careless, the ignorant, and depraved of your own city; and we 
indulged the hope that when made acquainted with our projects, you 
would endeavour to interest the churches of Christ in the United States, 
in the formation of a distinct society for this grand purpose—of supply- 
ing every destitute part of the territory you inhabit with the light of life. 
The moral machinery of the society alluded to, has already acted as 
the pioneer of such a society as this; and the measure of success with 
which the Most High has crowned them, is as a voice saying unto you, 
“The whole continent of North and South America is before you, 0 


* It is presumed to be for the ** Female Missionary Society.” 
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up and dispossess the enemy of his usurpations, ‘ for lo, [am with you 
always, even to the end the world.’ ” 

Our commencement was indeed the day of small things ; but scarcely 
have two years elapsed, and the society is marching forward in the 
Redeemer’s strength, conquering and to conquer. We have imbibed a 
small portion (we trust) of his Spirit. We are aiming at the accom- 
plishment of his grand designs. 

Moral order and beauty are now seen in every direction ;—hundreds 
of formerly destitute villages, where briers and thorns alone were seen, 
are become as the garden of Eden—the residents of ministering spirits 
attending on cottages as the heirs of salvation—thousands are blessing 
the day when the London Home Missionary Society was formed. Fairs 
have been deserted for the preaching of the Cross. Public houses are 
shut up, and nearly the whole population of a village assembling for 
Sabbath instruction, is a sight by no means. uncommon. 

County associations for these benevolent ends have received fresh 
accessions of strength, by our assistance, our encouragement, and our 
example; private Christians have been more deeply impressed with 
the duty of becoming themselves Missionaries at Home, and by seizing 
every present opportunity as it is presented. We are anticipating the 
early arrival of that day, when every town, village and hamlet in Bri- 
tain shall possess the means of evangelical instruction, and when God 
shall dwell more abundantly in the midst of us. 

To Whitfield, Wesley, Berridge,and Grimshaw, the Home Missionary 
Society exertions of the present day are greatly indebted. Suffer us to 
remind you, that you have the charge of Whitfield’s sleeping dust— 
that the signs of the times are encouraging—that a spirit of prayer is 
ascending for divine influences—that the work of benevolence, especial- 
ly that greatest of all, the diffusion of real Christianity, is now accom- 
panied with the Divine blessings—that we have hitherto done nothing, 
compared with our infinite obligations with the Redeemer’s example, 
or Apostles, or our ancestors of the first century, or to what we shall 
wish we had done in the good cause of Home Missions, when we shall 
behold his face who now say to us, “ begin at Jerusalem.” 

Let us then bind each other to greater exertions than ever; and, al- 
though the waters of the Atlantic roll between us, we should be one in 

domestic exertions for Christ. Let us then be encouraged by your adding 
a Home Missionary Society to your other works of faith and labours of 
love. It will be the delightful signal of the early emancipation of*Peru 
and the southern continent from Papal thraldom, and your Indian popu- 
lation from their rites and superstitions. European nations will copy 
your example, and Foreign Missionary Societies will find resources 
from our mutual co-operation, more commensurate with the accumula- 
ting wants of the heathen world. 

Anticipating the pleasure of ‘an early reply, I remain, for myself and 
the Committee, yours devotedly in the same Saviour, 


THOMAS THOMPSON, Treasurer. 


P. S. Inmy letters of Feb. 1821, I proposed a donation of 52/. 10s.* 
when such a Society for the United States should be formed, and which 
I cheerfully renew. As a Home Missionary Society, I fear we could not 
render you pecuniary aid. 


* $283 33. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


A BRIEF ACCOUNT. 


Tue object of this Society is to promote the education of the chil- 
dren of all the poor, of every class, sect, and country, in moral and re- 
ligious principles, as the surest means of diminishing crime and misery, 
aud producing general peace and happiness. The system which it acts 
upon, while eminently calculated to fix in the infant mind the funda- 
mental principles of the Christian religion, does not interfere with the 
particular opinions or creed of any, being in conformity with that divine 
precept, “ Whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do ye 
even so unto them.” 

The common means of instruction being far too expensive to be 
adopted for the education of the poor upon a great scale, Mr. Joseph 
Lancaster, about the year 1798, devised a method by which a school, 
however large, might be managed by one master, ahd one set of lessons, 
thus diminishing the expense for each individual child to a mere trifle ; 
while at the same time the plan communicated instruction with astonish- 
ing celerity. Inthe year 1805, our late venerable Sovereign honoured 
Mr. Joseph Lancaster with a private audience, fully informed himself 
of the nature of the system, and saw its important bearing on the whole 
mass of the poor population. It was on this occasion that the King 
uttered those memorable words, which will do honour to the name of 
George the Third to the latest posterity :—‘ It is my wish, that every 
poor child in my kingdom may be taught to read the Bible.” From 
that period His Majesty not only gave to the British System his royal 
sanction and patronage, but subscribed 100/. per annum towards its 
support and propagation. This liberal subscription has been regularly 
continued by his present Majesty. The value of the British System of 
mutual instruction becoming gradually more and more known, schools 
were established in most of the principal towns of the kingdom, many 
of which were organized by masters trained and sent by the Committee 
of the parent Society in the Borough Road: the accounts of the Schools 
upon this plan, which have been published from time to time in the Re- 
ports of the Society, present many interesting particulars of their pros- 
perity, and especially of the extensive moral effects produced by their 
establishment. In the manufacturing districts, where, from the demand 
for juvenile labour, the children are soon taken into close employment, 
the system has proved itself pre-eminently useful, from the rapidity with 
which it conveys instruction. 

This institution, though in no manner comected with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, has powerfully co-operated in its designs, and 
acts upon the same liberal principles: while on one hand, by the exer- 
tions of the Bible Society in their endeavours to introduce the Holy 
Scriptures into every house and cottage, the deplorable want of educa- 
tion was discovered; the School Society, on the other hand, became the 
ready co-adjutors of the Bible’Society, by providing the means of in- 
struction, without which the gift of Bibles would have been of little 
avail. It is a fundamental principle of the British System that nothing 
should be taught which can in any way tend to prevent conscientious 
and pious parents, of any religious denomination, from sending their 
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children for instruction ;—the Bible, in the authorized version, without 
note or comment, being the only religious book taught in the schools. 
Care is at the same time taken to secure attention to religious duties, 
by promoting the attendance of the children at such Sunday Schools as 
are approved by their parents, and by requiring proofs of their presence 
at-those places of worship which their parents or friends may prefer. 

The Society has never been unmindful,that both its name and its 
origin pointed to the British Dominions, as the first and principal object 
of its attention, Hence the support and management of the Central 
Schools in the Borough Road, and of the establishment for the instruc- 

tion of masters and mistresses connected with them, have always form- 
ed the main object of its attention. The flourishing state of these 
schools, and the good conduct of the children, have been a source of 
high gratification. These schools, of which that for boys admits and 
now contains 500, and that for girls 300 pupils, have since their es- 
tablishment given education, the former to 13,661, the latter to 7,028 
children, making a total of 20,689. The endeavours used to adopt 
such measures as might eventually lead to the establishment of schools 
sufficient for the population of the metropolis and its vicinity, have been 
unremitting; and the number of these establishments has every year 
increased. In the metropolis, 43 schools are at present known to the 
Committee, as being conducted upon the British System, in which not 
fewer than 5,833 boys, and 2,165 girls, receive instruction, upon princi- 
ples, amd by methods, best calculated to impress their minds. with reli- 
gious knowledge, and pious and moral habits. Of these schools, 22 
have been formed within the last five years. 

It was not long after the establishment of the System in this king- 
dom, that it began to attract the attention of some benevolent and en- 
lightened individuals in foreign parts; and in consequence of the happy 
restoration of peace in 1814, the intercourse between England and the 
Continent being resumed, numerous applications were made for infor- 
mation respecting the System. The establishment was visited by many 
distinguished foreigners, and numerous applications were made for in- 
formation respecting the plan. In the year 1817, the present buildings 
in the Borough Road were erected, in which Model Schools for boys 
and girls are kept for the inspection of visiters. In the year 1816, t 
plan of the schools for children of both sexes, and directions for organi+ 
zing them, was printed under the name of “ The Manual of the British 
System ;” a second edition of which is just published, and will be found 
extremely useful to those who wish to establish schools for the poor. 
The work has been translated, and published in the different languages 
of the Continent. 

The Committee endeavour to embrace every opportunity for extend- 
ing the System abroad as well as at home. ‘They correspond with per- 
sons friendly to education in all parts of the world.—They receive and 
communicate information—train masters and mistresses at the Central 
School—supply teachers, and afford every facility to foreigners to study 
the plan, and propagate it abroalr aay keep a stock of slates, les- 
sons, and school apparatus for the schools formed upon the System. 
A small number of persons are boarded and trained in the Central 
School, and are more immediately under the patronage and control of 
the Committee. Others are trained and boarded at their own charge. 
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In IneLano the System has been widely and very favourably receiv- 
ed; and from the liberality of its principle, it has been declared by the 
Commission appointed by Parliament (consisting of the Lord Primate, 
several Bishops, and other distinguished characters) to be peculiarly 
adapted for that country, as “ keeping clear of all interference with the 
particular religious tenets of any, inducing the whole population to re- 
ceive its benefits as one undivided body, under one and the same system, 
and in the same establishment.” 

In Scorianp, the British System is stilh makimg progress. The 
school in Ediaburgh is flourishing; while in the other large cities, 
where schools have been established on this System, it continues to 
produce its beneficial effects. ‘The Committee have also had the sa- 
tisfaction of affording an opportunity of acquiring a perfect knowledge 
of the British System to Mr. Cameron, whom the Highland Society has 
aver to take charge of a Model School, which they are about to 

lish at Inverness, and which is intended to supply masters for 


e 
, Aerovls in the Highlands. 






CONTINENTAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of the Evangelical Magazine. 


Sir,—In common with many of your readers, I have been greatly 
interested by the perusal of “the letter from France” in your last 
month’s Magazine, signed by M. Wilks, now resident in Paris. 

While we are concerned for the spiritual illumination of the heathen. 
nations, we cannot be unmindful of the gross darkness of our neigh- 
bours; and when we contemplate the gloomy history of the countries of 
the Continent, where they have killed God’s prophets and thrown down 
his altars, the mind is relieved with the assurance, that even there are 
multitudes who have never “ bowed the knee to the image of Baal, and 
whose mouths have not kissed him.” 

The travels of Mr. Wilks’s friends—their passing the mountains, 
and their going through the hamlet to which he alludes—their rescuing 
the child from danger, and their conversation with the widow, are 
events not to be viewed as contingencies: surely they were directed by 
Him who counts the sparrows and who numbers the stars—who search- 
es his sheep and seeks them out—and who can sanctify circumstances, 
apparently the most trifling, for bringing salvation to thousands. In 
this instance, surely, the Scripture is fulfilled: “There shall be an 
handful of corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains: the fruit 
thereof shall shake like Lebanon, and they of the city shall flourish like 
grass of the earth.” Psalm Ixii. 16. 

You are aware, Sir, that a Society has been formed in London, de- 
nominated the Continental Seciety, for the specific purpose of diffusing 
religious knowledge over the Continent of Europe by the aid of native 
ministers, of whom there is a large and increasing number in Germany 
and France. 

The proceedings of that Society, which is yet in its infancy, are be- 
fore the public. Much has been already accomplished by its opera- 
tions, and very extensive prospects are opening before it, the whole of 
which might be occupied, did the Society possess the adequate funds. 








Continental Society. 494 


The attention of the Committee of the Continental Society has been 
drawn to the subject of the above letter; and measures are now in ope- 
ration to supply the hamlet with a suitable preacher, whose only object 
will be to exhibit the truth of eternal life to the view of the people, 
hoping that the Lord the Spirit will work with him, “and confirm the 
word with signs following.” The Continental Society has no design to 
establish any distinct sect or party; and seeing that there are connected 
with it Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Independents, and Baptists, it is 
trusted that this fact will afford a sufficient pledge to the public, that its 
aim is simply preaching of the-Gospel.of Christ. 

The fact.ofthe travellers making the discoveries adverted to, through 
the medium :of a personal visit and private ‘conversation, may serve to 
show the great utility of one branch of this society :— it isthat of sending 
persons abeut the country, in France and other places, with cases of 
New Testaments on their heads, which they offer for sale, and at the 
same time take occasion to speak of the contents.of the books which 
they are selling. From the mode of carrying their. books, they are 
called Colporteurs. Three are. now employed by the Continental So- 
ciety. They transmit their journals from time totime tothe committee, 
which are very interesting, as the following quetations from one of them 
will fully testify -— 

“1820. B y, Oct. 28.—Returning to N n, I passed through 
B——y. A young man to whom I had seld a New Testament, told 
me that the Cure and clerk were requesting to see me. The Cure re- 
ceived me very well. He bought a New Testament and several tracts. 
The clerk also wished to have a New Testament; but my chest was 
empty: I promised to take him one on the Monday following. On 
Monday I took a New Testament tothe clerk. -Going through the vil- 
lage, a woman to whom I sold one,-called me, to tell me that she was 
very much pleased with it, and that her neighbour also wished for one. 
A man who was there, asked me what book I was selling: the woman 
immediately replied, “ I¢ is the Saviour’s book ;” and then began to 
explain to him what I had before explained to her. I showed this man 
John v. 39, and 1 John ii. 4. He immediately bought a New Testa- 
ment, and he paid me and went away. I again exhorted the woman on 
several passages, showing her the way of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
I went to lodge with a Protestant of B——-x. We ;passed the evening 
in speaking of the Saviour. 

“ W—e, 3ist.—I entered a house where I found a family of 
eighteen children. I asked the mother if she‘had taken care to speak 
to her children of the Saviour ; she told me she had taught them te go to 
mass and obey the Cure, and that.was enough to obtain eternal life. I 
pointed.out to her several passages, to make her understand that we 
must not trust in man, but inthe word of God. She told me, if she was 
not in the way of salvation it was not her fault but that of the Cure. As - 
{ told her we must be judged by the word of .God, she asked me if I 
would sell it for 25 sous, &c. - 

“S——n, August 8.—I arrived at this village in the evening. I 
found a large farm where they received me very kindly. The master 
of the house admired my books, as did also his wife. When I told 
them at what price I sold them, they were astonished at the cheapness. 
I then explained to them how I was enabled to sell them so cheap. Ih 
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doing this I was led to speak of the Missionaries, whom the Lord was 
sending to preach the Gospel. At these words he said to me, ‘ I should 
very much like that he would come to our house; as to our Cure, he 
never speaks of the Holy Scriptures.’ He told me also that he very 
much wished to have the Bible: I promised to procure him one. Sup- 
per time being come, he made me sit down to talk with them, and du- 
ring this repast we did not cease to speak of the Saviour. None of the 
servants spoke, they all listened tous. He often wished to engage me 
in controversy, but | always avoided it. We spoke of justification by 
faith without the works of the law. He had much difficulty.in under- 
standing, and continually relapsed into his errors, saying, that without 
doing some good thing we could not enter into eternal life. I pointed 
out to him several passages of Scripture. He again spoke of the Mis- 
sionaries, and asked if any of them would ever come toS———n. I re- 
wo that if he wished to see one, I could tell him where he must go. 

mmediately his wife said, she should like it much better if he would go 
to their house, (without doubt she wished to hear him also)—‘ He shall 
not want any thing to eat and drink here,’ she said; ‘and since these 
se 4 are so charitable as to wish to preach the Gospel to all the 
world, they ought to put us among the number ; for I should very much 
like, and my husband also, to hear them speak of Jesus Christ.’ ‘ Well, 
said I to them, ‘ I shall see one of them ina few days, and I will tell him 
what you say; and if he thinks it right to come this way, he will.’ This 
gave them great pleasure. They several times repeated to me, ‘ Do not 
forget.’ Thenext morning I spake again to them of the Holy Scriptures ; 
and from time to time theyrepeated, ‘ Do not forget to send that gentle- 
man to come and seeus.’ I left this house much pleased. On going 
through the village, as I was offering a New Testament at one of the 
houses, a man who was riding by heard me, and asked me for one. ° 
Giving him one, I said the price was 30 sous; he quickly gave me 30 
sous, saying, ‘If you had asked me 40 francs, I should have bought it ; 
I have a long time wished for it :’? and he rode away quickly.” 

I will only add the hope, that whilst the necessities of these desert 
places excite the sympathies of Christians, they will call forth their 
liberal aid ; and that that Missionary spirit, which so peculiarly marks 
the present period, will induce Christians of all denominations, in all 
places, to do something in the way of co-operating with the Continental 
Society for the dissipation of the moral darkness, which, through super- 
stition and infidelity, have overspread that portion of the world. 

All applications for information, reports, &c. shall be immediately at- 
tended to, if addressed to me. I remain, Sir, dsc. 

ISAAC SAUNDERS, Secretary. 


Blackfriars Reetory. 


WESTERN AFRICA.—Suersro. 
Cuurcn Misstonary Society. 
Journal of the Visit of William Tamba. 
(Continued from page 464.) 


Our readers will recollect that Mr. ‘Tamba had arrived last at the 
Camaranca River, where he was greatly afflicted by the profane conduct 
of one of his attendants. 
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Nov. 18, 1820. Inthe morning I explained to nine men and women the 
Twentieth Chapter of Exodus. Spoke to them in Cosso. All the peo- 
ple were very attentive, and glad to hear the Word of God. Oh that 
the Lord may help them to hear the Word, and give them faith to be- 
lieve, and depend upon the blood of Jesus Christ ! Amen. 

At eleven o’clock we went in the canoe again up the river. Came to 
Bombah, about two o’clock in the afternoon. ‘The man who did so bad 
at the Plantains, did so still. I called himon one side, to speak to him ; 
but he would not hear me. Oh, this is great trouble to me! but I will 
look to Him who is able to help me. 

In the evening, Mr. Thomas Caulker called the people together. I 
saw 196 men and women, beside children. I read and explained to 
them the Twentieth Chapter of Exodus : they were all very attentive 
to hear the Word. After Service, Mr. Caulker spoke to the people, 
and said, “‘ Men, Women, Boys, and Girls! every one of you heard 
what the Book of God said. I beg you all, do let us leave off all the 
bad things, which God has commanded us to leave off: and let us try 
to’pray to God; yes, to that Lord who died for us.” Then he turned 
to me and said, “I have heard what you said, and I hope that God will 
bless the Word to my soul : and may God bless you, and the good peo- 
ple that have sent you! and may the good people of God send you every 
time, to come and tell us the Word.” ‘Those words made me glad. O 
may the Lord help them, through Jesus Christ our Lord ! Amen. 

Nov. 19, Sunday.—Mr. Thomas Caulker told me that I should 
go to his sister, to another town, which is called Bombertokee. I went 
there: forty-nine men and women came together. I read and explained 
to them the Seventh Chapter of Matthew: they were all attentive. Af- 
ter Service, Mr. Caulker’s sister, an old woman, said the following 
words: “Iam an old woman. —I know not what time God will take 
me away. I am glad to hear this Word before I die. May God bless 
you, and that Word which you talk, and all the people of God!” Then 
I answered her and said, “ Look to the Lord Jesus Christ ; for He is 
merciful. You are old, and drawing nigh to the grave : pray night and 
day, that God the Spirit may bring all your sins to your remembrance, 
and lead you tothe Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Nov. 20.—We came again to Mr. Thomas Caulker’s. From that 
place I went back again, to a place called Sama. There we stopped all 
night. 

Nov. 21.—Called the people together: saw twenty-five men and 
women, beside children. Read and explained to them the Twentieth 
Chapter of Exodus. They were attentive. 

Then I went to a place called Jandoo. I saw fifty-nine men and 
women, beside children. Read and explained to them the First Chap- 
ter of Genesis. I told them how God made man in his own likeness— 
how man fell—and that Jesus Christ had come to bring man back again 
to God. They were attentive. , 

Nov. 22.~Went to the Plantains. Mr. Caulker was not at home. 
We went away again, to a place called Yorney. Spoke to forty-five men 
and women, beside children. Read and explained to them the Twen- 
tieth Chapter of Exodus; but the people were not attentive. O Lord 
our God, look not upon their sins ; but, for thy Son’s sake, have mercy 














aya Church Missionary Society. 


upon them. They are blind—open their eyes, and show them theit 
sins, through Jesus Christ our Lerd! Amen. 

Dec. 1.—Went back to that other town, where I was yesterday, called 
Bembala : forty-five men and women came together, beside children. 
Read and explained to them the Twenty-eighth Chapter of Matthew, 
and afterwards the Twentieth Chapter of Exodus. The people were all 
very attentive. 

Dec. 2.—Went to a place called Samee, where I was with Mr. Cates, 
tivo years ago; the people knew me. They had kept Sunday all the 
time, but had made a mistake : they had Sunday on Saturday. They 
asked me why I did not come sooner. I told them, I had no time, but 
should come soon again now; they begged me to come agaia soon. I 
spoke to them the Word of Ged, and they were very attentive. May 
God help them ! Amen. 

Dec. 3. Sunday.—We were in the canoe all night, and came this 
morning to the Plantains. Mr. Caulker had been home, but was gone 
again to Freetown. ‘Kept Service with the people, at ten o’clock in the 
morning, and at three o’clock in the afternoon. Read and explained, 
in the morning, the Fifty-fifth of Isaiah; and, in the afternoon, the Sixth 
of St. John. The children sung a hymn, every time, in Sherbro; andl 
conclided in prayer. 

After the Service in the afternoon, the people came to my house, one 
after the other, and asked me questions: they came to me till about 
twelve o’clock inthe night. They said that they had done all them bad 
things, which I had talked about ; and they wanted to know what they 
must do to be saved. Some of them were afraid very much: I told 
them to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and then they should be saved : 
and leave off them bad country fashions. They did come so much, that 
I could get no sleep. | 

Dec. 8.—Went to a large town, called Gabou. In the evening I saw 
209 men and women, beside children. I read and explained to them 
the First Chapter of Genesis : they were all very attentive, and glad to 
hearthe Word of God. Then they asked me about the Commandments 
af God. Tread and explained the Twentieth Chapter of Exodus to 
them: they were very attentive. May the Hely Ghost point them to 
the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour! Amen. 

After that I went to a town called Wally, Read and explained, te 
fifty-six men and women, the Twentieth Chapter of Exodus. Then 
they asked me some questions, and I read te them the First Chapter of 
Genesis : they were very attentive. The Headman was not at home. - 

After I had done speaking, some people had tied up some salt, whick 
they were going to sell in the country. Before they went away, they 
went to the gregree-house, and offered a sacrifice ; they took a fowl and 
some rice, and did eat half, and took the other half, and put it on the 
‘stone and some bones in the gregree-house, and then went, one by one, 
and prayed—“ Help us, when we go trading: open the way for us: 
give us good luck, and bring us back again :””—and then they took some 
of the dirt which was in some shells in the gregree-house, and rubbed it 
before their heads. After that the Headman came home. I told him 
why I was come, and then told him what I had seen the people do. He 
said, “God give White Man book, and He give us gregrees; and ov 
them gregrees we depend, and call upon God to help our gregrees to 
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help us again.” Then I asked him if he ever saw the gregrees do any 
thing for them: “ You made them—how can a thing help you, that 
you made yourself?” He said, “ Yes, they help us. Suppose my 
child, father, or mother sick, we take fowl and rice, and cook it, and 
put it on the gregrees, and then they get well.” Isaid, “ Can the gre- 
grees save your souls?” He said, “No: God save them.” Then I 
said, “ I tell you God has no pleasure in them things you do.” I read 
to him the 115th Psalm, and explained the same, and concluded, saying, 
“If you do not leave off these things, and serve the True and Living 
God, the words which you have now heard will be witness. against you 
in the day when youdie.” He said, ‘“‘God made me, and made the 
gregrees—I will not leave off my country-fashion ; but go tell the man 
which sent you, that I am glad to hear the Word of God: but the wo- 
men and the gregrees I will not let go; nor will I leave off selling slaves, 
for who will work for me when I get old?” I told him to show me a 
greegree that had made slaves. He said there was no gregree that had 
made them, I asked again, “ Who made them?” He said, “ God.” 
I then read the First Chapter of Genesis, and the Second and Third, 
and told him how God made man—that he made one man and one 
woman, not one man and six or ten women ; and that God made only 
one man, and not one man and twenty slaves. He could not answer, 
only said it was hard to leave off country-fashion. 

Dec. 10. Sunday.—About twelve o’clock, 179 men and women, 
beside children, came to hear the Word of God. I read and explained 
to them the Fifth Chapter of Matthew: they were all very atten- 
tive. 

The Headman asked me, “ Who wrote this book?” “ "Phe man of 
God, Moses, and others.”—He did not answer. 

Then some people said, “‘ Mandingo mau live here: he have God’s 
Book.” I said, “ Call him, and let me see who he is.” Then the man 
came. I asked him if he was a Mandingo man. Hesaid, “ Yes.”— 
“You know book ?” ‘ Yes.”—He said, “ Where you come from ?” 
I said, “ From Sierra Leone.”—He said, “* What you come to do ?” 
I said, “ To tell the people about the True God.”—He said, “ You only 
come to make the people fools. That is not God’s Book. God’s 
Book came from the East, but come from the West: your book is 
Devil’s Book.” —I said, “* Wheré is your book? Go and fetch it. Let 
us see which is God’s Book.” He said, “ Itis in the house: I will not 
go and fetch it.”—I said, “ Who made your book?” He said, “ Ma- 
homed.”—* What good thing did Mahomed ?” He said, “ Tell me 
your God’s name first.” I said, “ Jesus Christ, the Son of God; who 
is over all, God blessed for ever: Amen.” He did not answer —I said, 
“ Did you ever hear of a man having that name?” He said, “ No, be- 
cause it ig a bad name.”—I said, “ Mahomed is a man’s name; but the 
name of Jesus Christ is a Name above all names.”—He said, “‘ Maho- 
med is God’s name; he is God.” J said, “Can Mahomed be God, 
who was a thief, and robbed, and plundered, and made himself big °” 
When he heard that, he got angry, got up, and walked out of the door. 
—I said, “‘ Stop, I have not done yet ; don’t be angry.” I opened the 
Bible, and read the Fifth of Matthew, 44, 45 ; explained it, and asked 
him if Mahomed commanded the same. He said nothing. I then 
said, “ Mahomed tells you to fight them that fight you, and to keep ma~ 
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ny women : and why do you make gregrees and sell them? I come to 
tell the people God’s Word, for nothing; but you come and make gre- 
grees, and sell them; and so get your living.” He was very angry, and 
could not answer; but spake very much in his own country tongue. [I 
think he cursed me much. Then the people laughed at him, and told 
him to go away—they wanted to hear me about my God. He would 
not .go. Then the Headman said, “Take him away, before he gets 
mad.” Then the people laid hold of him, and took him away. 

Then I said, “1am sorry for that man, and suppose you like to hear 
him, I don’t want to hinder you.” ‘Then the Headman said, “ We 
never saw a man come and tell us them things : we are glad to hear you, 
and we will try to do these things you tell us.” He asked me further, 
when I wanted to go. I said, “ To-day, because one town close by— 
I must go and tell the people the same thing.” He said, “ Tell the 
man who send you, that we are glad to hear that word; and, if he is 
willing, we want to send our children to him ; and if you like, you shall 
take one now, that they may learn the Word of God, and tell us. Tell 
the man that send you, to send you again soon, and other people, to tell 
us the Word of God.” I said that I had no orders to bring children, 
but I would let him know when I came again. He said, “ Good-bye ;” 
and begged me to come again soon. 

About two o’clock I went away, and came to a place called Foolay ; 
where we stopped all night. Saw forty-two men and women, beside 
children. Read to them the Fifth Chapter of St. Matthew: they were 
very attentive to hear. 


Mr. G. Caulker’s Testimony respecting William Tamba’s Visit. . 


In a letter of Dec. 17, 1820, Mr. George Caulker bears the following 
testimony to the manner in which William Tamba executed his Mis- 
sion :— 

I have the pleasure of giving you these few lines by William Tamba ; 
who has exerted himself, with a great deal of credit on his part, and 
much to my satisfaction ; he intends from here to go to you, by Ribbee 
and Barbara. Could the Society spare him again before the Rains, 
before the people be lulled again to sleep? as they are much led now to 
see the meaning of a Sabbath day. 

Tamba has behaved in a most Christian manner, all the time he has 


been here ; and has given the enemies of religion no room for scal- 
dal. 


UNITED STATES. 
CELEBRATION OF NEW-YEAR’S DAY. 
January First, 1822. 


Tue Thirteenth Monthly Unton Prayer Meertine was held in the 
Mariners’ Church on Tuesday, the first day of this year. At three 
o’clock the Rev. N. Bangs of the Methodist church, presiding minister, 
opened the meeting with prayer, read a portion of Scripture, and de- 
livered a short and appropriate address. The Rev. Mr. Williams of 
the Baptist church engaged in Prayer and was followed by the Rev. Dr. 
Spring. The Rev. John Truair of Cherry Valley addressed the congre- 
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gation, and was followed in prayer by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. The 
Rev. Mr. Ellis made the concluding prayer, and the benediction was 
pronounced by the presiding minister. 

Several verses of hymns were sung, and the whole exercises were 
very solemn and affecting. The church was filled throughout, and ma- 
ny came who could not find room. 

Just one year has elapsed since it was our happiness to notice the 
proceedings of the first United Prayer Meeting; and it is an encouraging 
circumstance, that they have been so well attended during the past year, 
and that so many different denominations of christians have united in 
earnest supplication for the out pouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
churches and congregations of our city. We earnestly desire to see them 
continued, and are happy to know that several christians of different de- 
nominations have expressed a wish to have the meetings held in their 
respective churches, and, in compliance with the request, the committee 
of arrangements held a meeting last month in the Baptist Meeting- 
house in Oliver-street, and notice has been given for one this month, in 
the Brick Church in Beekman-street. 

Prayer for the influences of the Holy Spirit is a duty in which chris- 
tians of all denominations may cordially unite, and this being the specific 
object of these meetings, we see no reason why the attendance should 
not be as general as on this occasion. 

The following “ Account of the work of God in Wellfleet circuit,” 
was read by Mr. Bangs, from the Methodist Magazine. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Edward Hyde to Rev. T. Merritt. 
Wellfleet, Mass. Aug. 28, 1821. 


Dear Broruer, 

AGREEABLY to your request I now send you an account of the work of 
God on this circuit in 1820, and which continues to the present time. 

This circuit comprises three towns, each of which has shared in the 
glorious work. For many years our preachers have laboured in this 
town with but little success. Many were the difficulties they had to 
struggle with, but now an answer to their prayers has been realized, and 
the glory of the Lord displayed. One means of helping on this work 
has been urging on believers the necessity of going on to perfection. 
The work has spread to all parts of the town, even to the isles of the 
sea: On one island scarcely an adult is left unconverted, and not a single 
family but some of which have found a pardoning God. Eastham has 
had a large share of the glorious revival. For about twenty-five years 
our preachers have regularly passed through this town, and not a solitary 
individual would receive them, or bid them “ God speed ;” but igno- 
rance of God and pure religion very generally prevailed. At the first 
camp-meeting held in Wellfleet, August, 1819, some out of curiosity 
attended. The power of the Lord was displayed among the people. 
This to them was a new thing. Two, who were looking on to see the 
strange sight, were arrested by the Spirit, and went home deeply wounded. 
Their feelings were such that they could not conceal them. After 
mourning in deep distress for several days, the Lord set their souls at 
liberty, They now thirsted for the salvation of their neighbours, and 
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began to tell them what the Lord had done for them; but their words 
were as idle tales to many, whilst others thought they were deluded for 
saying that their sins were forgiven. Soon, however, others began to 
inquire what these things meant, and sought, and found the same blessing. 
From this the work spread to different parts of the town, and some be- 
gan to inquire for the preachers who had been instrumental in the hand 
of God of beginning such a work. Accordingly, a message was sent to 
brother Wiley, the stationed preacher on Wellfleet circuit to come and 
help them. He embraced the opportunity and went.—And now their 
houses and hearts were opened to receive him as a messenger of God. 
A small class was formed, which has continued to increase till we have 
now about one hundred in society, most of whom yet stand fast in the 
liberty of the gospel, and a number have been subjects of a deeper work 
of grace : others are yet groaning for full redemption in the blood of the 
Lamb. The most powerful and rapid work we had among us has been 
in Truro. This commenced in February last. In about one week up- 
wards of one hundred could testify that the Lord had power on earth to 
forgive sins. About forty in twenty-four hours were set at liberty. 
For several days the cries of the distressed and wounded were such that 
we could not preach to them. As soon as an opportunity presented for 
mourners to come forward to be prayed for, in every direction they 
would present themselves in crowds. Sometimes one hundred and fifty 
or two hundred might be seen, in deep distress, on their knees, crying, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner ;” then one after another rising and 
praising God for delivering grace. This blessed work still continues, 
though not so powerful as when it first began. Our Congregational 
brethren have shared largely in this work. It has spread among them 
in this town. 

Out of about four hundred that have been brought into liberty, two 
hundred and thirty-six have joined our society, most of whom yet stand 
firm in the faith of the gospel. 

The sacred flame has spread among all descriptions of people by sea 
and by land. One man, whilst engaged in the fishing business on the 
coast, was arrested by the Divine Spirit. The crew were all strangers to 
God, and knew not what was the cause of his distress. Being deprived 
of his strength whilst engaged in fishing he was carried below: when 
his strength returned he began to cry aloud for mercy. His companions 
were so alarmed that they quit fishing, and went to a harbour, supposing 
him to be sick. A physician was sent for, but no relief could be given. 
His case seemed desperate. ‘The minister of the place concluded to go 
and visit him. When he came alongside he inquired for the sick man}; 
but to his great joy he found him well, walking the deck, happy in God! 
In this frame of mind he came home, and has since given evidence that 
the work was of God. Another particular instance of God’s work I 
will notice. A man who had long been an advocate for the doctrine of 
universal. salvation, and had strove to convince others that it was true, 
became alarmed about the state of his soul. Before his awakening he 
vainly supposed that no person was able to hold an argument with him 
against his favourite system. He boasted that he could overcome all 
the professors of religion in his neighbourhood, and did his utmost to 
gain proselytes to his opinion. Hearing of the revival in Provincetown, 
he went to see for himself: and while some were happy in God, and 
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others crying for mercy, he endeavoured to instill his doctrine into the 
minds of the young converts, Brother Kelly, the stationed preacher, 
hearing his conversation, replied to his arguments. The consequence 
was, that he became convinced of his error, and shortly after was pow- 
erfully awakened and converted to God ; and he is now striving to build 
up that which he strove to destroy. After his conversion, he was called 
to take charge of a vessel, and having shipped his crew, he called them 
together, and, to their astonishment, prayed with them. Soon after. 
sailing he established prayer meetings on board his vessel, and continued 
them regularly during the whole voyage. The Lord soon began to work, 
and before he returned they were all converted to God. The work did 
not stop here; for he and the mate gave clear evidences of having expe- 
rienced a full salvation from sin. ‘They gave me an account of their 
exercises previous to their finding this inestimable blessing. Having 
met, as usual, below for prayer meeting, they had such a sense of their 
vileness and impurity, together with a view of the holiness of God, and 
spirituality of the law, that they knew not what todo. They had noex- 
perienced christian to consult, nor had they any clear understanding of 
the doctrine of sanctification , but in their distress they cried to the Lord, 
and he delivered them, and they both returned in the enjoyment of per- 
fect love. 


SUMMARY. 


Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa.—The Rev. Dr. Mason, of this city, 
has been appointed President of this institution, and has entered on the 
duties of his office. The Rev. Alexander M‘Clelland, of this city, has 
received the appointment of Professor of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres, 
and of the Philosophy of the Human Mind; Mr. Vethake, (late of 
Princeton College,) that of Professor of Natural Philosophy and Mathe- 
matics; and Mr. Burns, (late from Scotland,) that of Professor of Lan- 

s. The talents, character and experience of the faculty, will place 
Dickinson College on an elevated scale among her sister institutions in 
our country. 

Ordination.—At a late meeting of the Presbytery of New-Brunswick, 
held at Trenton, the Rev. Messrs. William J. Armstrong, Peter R. 
Studdiford, and Charles Hodge, were severally ordained to the sacred 
office of the gospel ministry ; and the former was installed Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Trenton, to which he had been previously elect- 
ed by a unanimous call of the congregation. 

Society for the Prevention of Pauperism.—The anniversary meeting 
of this society was heldon Monday evening, the 17th ult. in the City 
Assembly Room. At 7 o’clock the Hon. B. Livingston, First Vice-Pre- 
sident, took the chair. Eleazer Lord, Esq. read the annual report, and 
James W. Gerard and Hiram Ketchum, Esqrs. addressed the meeting, 
on offering the resolutions for publishing the report, and presenting the 
thanks of the society to the board of managers. The report is one of 
the ablest we have heard on the subject of pauperism, and does great 
credit to its author. A 

Philadelphia Female Tract Society —On Tuesday evening, the 25th 
ult. we had the pleasure of attending the sixth anniversary of this inte- 
resting society, in the Seventh Presbyterian Church, of which the Rev. 
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W. M. Engles is Pastor. The venerable Joseph Eastburn engaged in 
prayer, and Mr. Engles read the report of the managers. The Rev. 
Mr. Boyd, of the Episcopal Church, delivered an appropriate address, 
and was followed by the Rev. Dr. Neill and the Rev. J. Eastburn. A 
collection of $28 32 was then taken up, and the Rev. Dr. Cathcart, of 
York, Pa. made the concluding prayer... We regretted to learn from the 
report, that the society is in debt upwards of $130; and were not a lit- 
tle surprised, considering the number and respectability of the audience, 
to leara that the collection was so small; and we should most cheerfully 
comply with the request of several members of the society, to plead its 
cause, if any thing more were necessary than the bare mention of the 
above facts. 





From the Boston Recorder. 
OBITUARY. 


Diep, at Madison, Indiana, on the 15th of October, the Rev. Tuomas 
C. Searwe, pastor of the church in that place, aged about 32 years. 
His excessive labours in preaching brought on a fever, which termina- 
ted his life,to the irreparable loss of his church and congregation, and to 
the great affliction of all who take an interest in the promotion of sound 
learning and of pure religion among our brethren in the new settlements 
of the west. 

Mr. Searle was a native of Rowley, Mass. and a graduate of Dart- 
mouth College. He received his theological education at the excellent 
Seminary in Princeton, N. J. to which he ever felt a warm attachment, 
as well as to the doctrines and discipline of the Presbyterian church. 
He had many inducements to settle in the ministry among his friends in 
New-England ; but the deplorable condition of our western brethren in 
respect to religious ordinances, weighed upon his heart, and made him 
break away from the endearments of kindred and all his early attach- 
ments, that he might carry the gospel to the destitute. Without property, 
and with a small family, many discouraging considerations would natu- 
rally spring up; but being satisfied as to his duty,he placed the most en- 
tire confidence in the good providence of the Master whom he served. 
He went forth in faith, like Abraham, not knowing whither he went. At 
the distance of 1200 or 1500 miles from New-England, as he was de- 
scending the Ohio, he was induced, about two years ago, to stop at 
Madison, where he opened an academy, and was settled in the ministry. 
If he was not the first Presbyterian minister established in Indiana, yet, 
it is believed, that not more than one or two ministers could have been 
settled before him. Unceasing in his labours in proclaiming, wherever 
it was in his power, the glad tidings of salvation, with a zeal ever 
flaming, with many plans for advancing the literary, moral, and religious 
interests of Indiana, he, in the mysterious, but righteous providence of 
God, has been called to a better world, leaving an afflicted widow and 
infant son. He died in the peace of the believer, in the triumphs of as- 
sured hope. Like Larnep, he has fallen in early life, a victim to his zeal 
in the cause of benevolence. In his short life he effected much in the 
— of religion; but his memory may do more for that cause than his 
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CIVIL RETROSPECT. 
December, 1821. 


FOREIGN. 


No news has reached us from Europe since the last month, to vary in any re- 
spect the aspect of affairs in that quarter of the globe. But, not to disappoint our 
friends who may expect something at our hands, (since, as editors, we are in a 
measure bound to furnish something, whether we have materials or not,) we shall 
offer a few reflections on the state of Ireland. By the last aecounts from Ireland, 
it appears that in some parts of that country very serious acts of violence have 
been for a length of time committed, and that military force is employed, and with 
necessity it seems, in the heart of that country, to enforce the ordinary administra- i 
tion of the laws. The acts of violence have been chiefly directed against the ex- ' 
cise officers, and against those engaged in securing the tithes of the clergy. “The 
disorderly appear to act in bands, endeavour to seize arms wherever found, and at 
whatever destruction of property and expense of life, and force those whom they 
may wish to secure, to bind themselves to their cause by secret oaths. When we 
consider the Irish character—the able men in war, in letters, in politics and in reli- 
gion, for whom the world is indebted to that country—the capacity of its popula- 
tion for improvement, and its internal materials for wealth, comfort, and advance- ° 
ment in arts, we cannot but feel equal wonder and regret at its debased condition. 

Member of an empire whose naval power secures entrance for its commerce into eve- 

ry partof the world—whose system of policy has uniformly been promotive of com- 

merce, and of course afforded encouragement to industry and improvement in all the 

arts and refinements of life ; of an empire distinguished for its wealth, its establish- 

ments for the advancement of letters and the spreading of religion,—Ireland, neverthe- 

less, remains, to a very great extent, shrouded in the darkness of ignorance and su- 

perstition, unimproved by the industry, enterprise and commerce of that empire, 

and wearing the garb of an imperfectly reclaimed barbarism. . No slight causes | 
can have been the means of the retardation of this country in the general march of 
improvement. What they are we cannot, from our imperfect knowledge of the 
country, accurately ascertain; but among them we think will be found the deser- 
tion of the country, as a place of residence, by their nobles, who drain their wealth 
from its lands, and who, by their influence as members of its society, and by their 
encouragement of its arts, and patronage of its moral and religious institutions, 
ought to have reciprocated the benefits they derived from it. An aristocracy is at 
all times and in all places a great evil, both in a temporal and spiritual view: but 
the evil is in some cases mitigated by the liberal assistance it sometimes affords to 
the efforts of religion, by its countenance, its power and its wealth—by the patron- 
age it affords to learning, and encouragement to the arts: a non-resident aristo- 
cracy, however, seems to be evil and only evil. 

Another circumstance, which perhaps irritates the passion, and keeps up a spirit 
of disorder and violence among the Irish is, the heavy exactions drawn from them 
to support a government, which makes itself known to them as a master rather than 
a father; which is known less in the promotion of the happiness of the people over 
which it bears sway, than in its efforts to increase its wealth and power by their 
means. And it may here be added, that the excise tax which it levies, necessarily 
authorizing an intrusiog into private and even domestic affairs, is itself one of the 
most inconvenient modes to the people by which their contributions to the support 
of government can be made, and which, from the peculiar obstacles to its collection 
in Ireland, is said to be made more vexatious and injurious there than elsewhere. 

The tithes exacted from the Irish to support a clergy, who are not received as 
guides by the body of the people, also, by tending to sour the minds of Catholics to 
the Protestant religion, and causing them to suspect, as mercenary, all efforts from 
the Protestants who can have access to them, must also powerfully obstruct the 
moral improvement of that country. While the character of too many of the 
clergy thus supported, absorbed in secular avocations, pleasures and schemes, des- 
titute of that hardy zeal, and evangelical earnestness, simplicity and self-denial, 
which the eyes of the poor so invariably expect in the minister of Christ, afiords 
little to reconcile the people to the support of a religion which they consider here- 
tical, or of a priesthood which they consider profligate. 

Another obstacle to improvement (with which our limits oblige us‘to close this 
subject) is, the Catholic religion, so generally professed by the body of that nation. 
By its beingin a measure persecuted, the people are more strongly bound to it, by 
all those feelings which a people of high pride and strong sympathies always pos- 
sess on such occasions. It is the declared enemy to all mental improvement, 
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and has ever and every where bound the minds of its disciples in the 
chains of religious darkness and bigotry, and confined them in the prisons of su- 
perstition. 

But we hope for betterdays. The operations of the Bible Societies of England, 
its National and Sunday School Institutions, the efforts of Missionaries, whom we 
hepe to see engaged in this field, and the introduction of a better spirit into the ad- 
ininistration of its concerns, which will sooner or later take place, will give to 
Ireland the opportunity of improvement; and we shall perhaps be permitted again 
to see it, asit issaid to have been of old, the favoured land of learning, the solemn 
seat of religion, and the radiating place for the light and truth of the gospel of 
Christ, as well as a country filled with the comforts of life, and embellished with 
all the refinements of act. 


DOMESTIC. 


Since our last number, the only domestic occurrence we are enabled to notice is 
the meeting of Congress. After considerable difficulty in the choice of a Speaker 
in the House of Representatives, (for which, in these days of peace and harmony 
in national politics, we are somewhat perplexed to account,) the Congress was or+ 
ganized, and its session opened with the usual message from the President. It de- 
tails the very happy situation, for which this people cannot be too thankful. At 
peace with all nations; settling all remaining difficulties by a2 submission to friend- 
ly powers; left at leisure for the promotion of internal improvement, and industry, 
and the extension of foreign commerce ; bearing the expenses of government b 
exactions in the form of duties, not felt by the people, we present a picture at which 
we ought both to rejoice and feel humbled; we ought to rejoice for reasons the 
most obvious ; to be humbled for the little which we are doing in return for these 
great blessings; for the scanty and limited exertions made for advancing the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, or securing to our posterity the lights of. the gospel and the in- 
stitutions of religion, which we possess; for our profanations of the Sabbath, and 
for the drunkenness which so alarmingly threatens our moral welfare as a people. 

No subject of interest has yet been discussed in Congress. The subjects likely 
to occupy its deliberations at an early day seem to be, the establishment of a 
Bankrupt Law, a revision of the Tariff of duties, and an inquiry into the transac- 
tions at Pensacola, under Gen. Jackson, noticed in our October article. 

A system of Bankruptcy is a thing of very general importance, and peculiarly 
deserving our notice, as Christian politicians. The extent of promise-breaking, of 
fraud, of perjury, under the present lax laws and more lax morals, in many parts 
of our country, is enough to cover us with shame, and strike the observer with 
loathing: nothing seems more lawful here than getting into debt, and the ability, or 
prospect of ability for payment, seldom enters into consideration ;—hence the viola- 
tion of solemn promises, temptations to fraud, fromthe necessities of the debtor, as well 
as the sometimes unjust persecutions of the creditor, and at last the insolvent oaths. 
We hope that something which will arrest these evils may be done: whether a 
Bankrupt System will do it will depend much, if not wholly, upon the soundness 
ef principles with which it is framed, and the particular objects which its framers 
shall propose to themselves. We hope these objects will be moral, more pecu- 
liarly than commercial; for if the former are attained, there is no fear but that the 
latter will be added to them. t 

The subject of the Tariff seems to have lost much of its interest since the last 
year, and will probably be approached with a considerable devotion to the public 
good. Yet, with all the skill and experience of our statesmen, with all their facts 
and principles, and even with their most honest intentions, the issue of their de- 
liberations and plans may be most reverse from their intentions. If we look to the 
plans of statesmen and legislators of former times, we shall be struck with the fact, 
that plans, apparently the wisest, have very often failed, from causes which can 
with difficulty be discovered; and that plans skillfully laid for the promotion of 
particular objects, have been over-ruled to effects equally important, perhaps, but 
entirely unexpected. And how striking is the fact, also, that the systems of politi- 
cal economy, written by men supposed to be of the greatest learning on such sub- 
jects, are seldom agreed in by those acknowledged to be equally learned; and 
that, even when so agreed in, practical statesmen reject them. How direct the re- 
ference tothe over-ruling wisdom of God, and the importance of a_ national de- 
pendence upon him, even for matters in relation to which we seldom think of him 
as an agent atall. 

As to the occurrences in Florida, our sincere wish is, that they may be found 
justifiable and praiseworthy; but if they are found the reverse, that they may be 
punished with that severity which the honour of our country, good faith towards 
foreign nations, and our duty to the God of Justice, so imperatively demand. 





fhe Scamaws Pagaiue. 
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They that pe down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; these see the 
works of the Lord, and his wonders in the deep. — They cry unte the Lord in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their distresses.— Psalms. 
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For the Seaman’s Magazine. 


NEW-YORK BETHEL UNION. 
First Report, presented at the Public Meeting, Dec. 31, 1821. 


Upwarps of eighteen centuries have elapsed since on the mountains 
of Judea was first heard the angelic overture, “Fear not, for behold I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people,’’ fol- 
lowed by the grand chorus, “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will towards men.” 

Ever since the first annunciation of the gospel of peace, has its mighty 
influence been exerted to meliorate the condition of human life—to bring 
many sons and daughters home to glory—and to prepare the way for 
the reign of universal righteousness. 

Wherever the glorious Sun of Righteousness has shone, nts enlight- 
ening and enlivening influence has been felt; and, although his beams 
have at times been intercepted by clouds of ignorance and superstition, 
he has continued to shed increasing brightness, in his glorious ascent to- 
wards the full splendour of meridian day. 

It cannot be too often repeated, that the present age has been favour- 
ed with greater light and higher privileges than any which has preceded 
it; and it ought to be recorded with gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church, it has also witnessed an increased affection and fellowship 
among his members. 

The christian community have begun to feel their high responsibility, 
and to be actively, extensively, and unitedly engaged in their Master’s 
service. It is no longer the cause of sect or party which animates the 
counsels, the exertions and the prayers of Christians: in this great 
work they are “all one in Christ Jesus.” ‘Thy kingdom come,” is 
the prayer of all; and all who feel the spirit and imitate the example of 
their Master, are desirous openly and actively to engage in his cause—to 
put on his armour, and to fight his battles. In this warfare there can be 
no neutrals ; they who are not for him are against him. 

Every day opens a new door to active usefulness and duty, and it be- 
comes us to acknowledge with thankfulness and aoe that a new 
spirit is given to the humble efforts of pious men. ‘The darkness of ages 
is rolling away, and scenes the most bright and splendid are introduced 
to our astonished view; scenes which unfold the triumphs of the cross 
and the victories of the Redeemer. 

In this age of mercy to benevolent institutions, it becomes 
Christians often and earnestly to inquire what new projects can be de- 
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vised, what new plans adopted, to fill up some remaining deficiency. 
In answer to such an inquiry may no doubt be traced the recent efforts 
for the moral improvement of seamen, both in Europe and America. 

The first institution having for its object the spiritual welfare of sea- 
men, was a Bible Society for the British navy and army, which arose, 
under the patronage of the late benevolent John Thornton, in 1780. It 
declined after his death, but was revived again in 1804, under the name 
of the Naval and Military Bible Society. In 1806 it took a more sys- 
tematic organization, and received for its President the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. Its labours have been greatly blessed, and as one of its 
fruits may be mentioned the conversion of many naval officers, some of 
whom are now successful ministers of the gospel. 

Within three or four years past, seamen in England have been an 
object of much religious solicitude and attention. On the 30th Decem- 
ber, 1817, a meeting was held in London for the purpose of devising 
means for their religious improvement, which led the way to the forma- 
tion, on the 29th of January, 1818, of the Merchant Seamen’s Bible So- 
ciety. On the 18th of March succeeding, arose the Port of London 
Society. 

These measures have been followed with the formation of Seamen’s 
Friend and Bethel Union Societies, in all the principal ports in Great 
Britain. 

In December, 1816, the first movements began in New-York, when a 
committee was appointed to receive donations for building a Mariners’ 
Church. In March, 1817, the Marine Bible Society was formed; and 
in May, 1818, the Port of New-York Society for promoting the Gospel 
among Seamen was instituted, for the double object of erecting a 
church and supporting a preacher. 

While these things were going on, seamen were still without the 
preaching of the gospel. A new society immediately rose up, under the 
name of the New-York Marine Missionary Society, whose particular ob- 
ject was to furnish preaching to seamen until the church should be com- 
pleted; since which time they have been regularly provided with the 
means of grace. 

Laudable eiforts of the same general character have been made in 
many of the cities of the United States. 

This general view of the means in operation in behalf of seamen, has 
been given, to introduce to the christian public a brief history of the rise 
and progress of the “ New-York Berne. Union.” 

The intelligence of the increased exertions made in behalf of seamen 
on the other side of the Atlantic, had reached the ears and affected the 
hearts of Christians here. 

Something, it is true, had been done for them, in furnishing them with 
Bibles, and in the erection of a house of worship, designed exclusively 
for their accommodation ; but a class of people so long excluded from 
the sanctuary, seemed to require that the messages of mercy should be 
brought to their very cabin doors. 

Christ himself frequently preached and prayed on board of vessels— 
and his first disciples were humble fishermen. On the shores of Tibe- 
rias he often wandered, to gather the straying seamen to his arms; the 
waves of Gennesaret often heard his voice ; and from among the water- 
men of the lake, he selected the chief ministers of his kingdom, to whom 
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we are so deeply indebted for the extension of the christian church, and 
for the completion of the canon of Scripture. 

Impressed with a solemn sense of our obligations to that valuable class 
of our fellow men, a number of merchants and other gentlemen, whose 
attention had been called up to the subject, met on the 4th of June last, 
and the New-York Bethel Union was established to co-operate with the 
Port of New-York Society. - 

Discarding all sectarian jealousies, and meeting on the broad basis of 
christian philanthropy, Associate Reformed, Baptist, Reformed Dutch, 
Episcopalian, Methodist and Presbyterian brethren, who compose the 
Bethel Union, have combined their influence, and advanced with one 
heart and one hand to the work. 

The object of the society (as expressed in their circular, which is al- 
ready before the public) is toextend to seamen the instructions of the 
Gospel, to persuade them to become reconciled to God, and generally to 
promote their temporal and spiritual welfare. 

The means used are, first, the encouragement of secret and social 
prayer by a ship’s company while at sea. 2dly. The establishment of 
prayer meetings on board vessels in port. 3dly. The distribution of 
Bibles, Reports of Societies, Tracts and other religious’ publications. . 
4thly. The encouragement of public worship on the Sabbath, and per- 
suading seamen to attend. 5Sthly. A correspondence with the different 
ports in the U. S, and foreign nations, to promote similar institutions, 
6thly. The circulation of the Curistran Heraup and SEAMAN’s 
Macazine, published under the patronage of the Port Society, as a 
medium of religious intelligence relating particularly to the welfare of 
seamen. : 

System in arranging and conducting the meetings was found to be of 
great importance: the members of the Union were therefore divided or 
classed into five committees, one for each evening in the week, except 
the Sabbath and Wednesday evenings, when service is attended in the 
Mariners’ Church. : 

A standing committee was also appointed to provide vessels on board 
of which to hold the meetings. If a vessel was procured for Monday 
evening, notice thereof was given to the chairman of the Monday even- 
ing committee, whose duty then was to cause the Bethel Flag to be 
hoisted at mast-head during the day, the signal lantern at night, and to 
notify his co-members, who were at liberty to invite other friends to 
assist in conducting the exercises of the evening. 

When a vessel was procured for any other evening, like notice was 
given to the chairman of the committee, whose duty it was to officiate 
for that particular day. : 

The meetings have been held on deck, and were from an hourto an 
hour and a quarter long.—Short prayers and short addresses, intersper- 
sed with the reading of a small portion of Scripture, and singing of a few 
verses have been found best calculated to do good.-—Masters, mates and 
seamen have almost invariably taken a part in the exercises. 

Having given this brief view of the specific objects of the society, 
and the manner of conducting the meetings, the Board will proceed to 
give a concise statement of the meetings themselves. 

On Friday, the 22d June, 1821, for the first time in America, the 
Bethel Flag (a present from the London Bethel Union to the Port of 
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New-York Society) was hoisted at the mast-head of the ship Cadmus, 
Capt. Whitlock, lying at the Pine-street Wharf. 

nthe morning of the day, the committee were apprehensive that 
they would have no hearers. The experiment here was novel—the 
issue was by many considered doubtful. They were told by several, 
who are “ wise in worldly matters,” that a guard of coristables would 
be necessary to preserve order. At first it was thought adviseable to 
hold the meetings in the cabin to prevent the possibility of disturbance. 
On arriving at the vessel, the deck was found cleared, an awning stretch- 
ed, and all necessary preparations for holding the meeting there. At 
8 o’clock the President opened the meeting, by stating the object and 
plans of the society, and inviting the co-operation of captains and their 
crews in promoting the benevolent designs of the society. 

The ahitects! (107) Psalm was sung with great animation and feel- 
ing, and seamen were immediately seen pressing in from all quarters. 
After prayer by an aged sea captain, Dr. Spring addressed the seamen 
—other appropriate exercises followed. The vessel and wharf were 
' crowded—order and solemnity prevailed throughout—every ear .was 
open, every eye was fixed. ‘Tracts were distributed among the seamen, 
who received them with gratitude. Every circumstance was calculated 
to inspire the Board with courage and confidence to go forward. 

These meetings have been held 3 and 4 of a week from ship to ship, 
whenever the weather permitted, until the evenings became so cold, as 
to render it adviseable to discontinue them until spring. In the mean 
time the committees have commenced holding meetings at Sailor board- 
ing houses. In some instances they have been kindly and affectionate- 
ly received, insomuch that the Board has been encouraged to adopt 
measures to have them regularly kept up during the winter season. 


The Reports of the Bethel committees having already appeared in our work, we. 
shall omit them here, and refer our readers to the Seaman’s Magazine, Nos. 4, 5, 6, 
8, 10 and 14. J 


To be permitted to hold meetings on board of vessels for the purpose 
of calling upon God, the common Father of us all, and to implore him 
for the sake of his Son, to remember in mercy that hitherto neglected but 
useful portion of our brethren, the seamen, and to arouse their attention 
to the concerns of eternity, was a subject of anxious solicitude to the 
members of the Bethel Union. That these meetings should be undis- 
turbed, was all that the most sanguine ventured to predict. When it 
was considered that seamen, notwithstanding their characteristic frank- 
ness and generosity, were from that very source frequently rash and in- 
considerate. That these meetings should be held under the shades of night, 
within the borders of that empire which Satan had for ages claimed as 
his own, the timid christian might well be pardoned, if he felt some anx- 
ious forebodings. But it was no time to take counsel from fear. The 
association, consisting of several denominations of christians, advanced 
heartily to the work ; and while the Bethel flag rose and waved towards 
Heaven, each heart breathed with humble and unshaken confidence, 
“under this banner we advance to victory.”—Events soon dissipated 
the apprehension of the most timid, and crowned our endeavours with a 
success far exceeding our expectations. Mectings have not only been 
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permitted, but often solicited by officers and seamen, on board of ‘vessels 
lying in this port, who, by stretching awnings and furnishing seats, have 
endeavoured by every means to accommodate those who meet for wor- 
ship. ‘The meetings have been usually numerous, aloays attentive and 
solemn: and although the entire ts of them will never be known 
till that day when the sea shall give up her dead, and the secrets of all 
hearts shall be revealed, yet God has not left us altogether without a 
witness of his gracious presence to encourage our hearts and animate us 
in duty. Social worship has been commenced, and, as far as we can 
learn, been continued morning and evening on board of several vessels. 
Vice and immorality, and particularly profane swearing, have been dis- 
countenanced and checked, and some have been anxiously inquiring 
what they must do to be saved. 

The Board have merely given a specimen of the meetings—others 


have been held on board the following vessels, of the same interesting 
character. 


We omit the names of the vessels, as they are already published. 


Soon after the formation of the New-York Bethel Union, a flag was 
presented to the Board by a lady of this city, with a request that it mi 
be transmitted by them to Bermuda, for the use of the shipping at that 
place. It was immediately forwarded, accompanied with several 
ports of similar societies in England, and the Christian Herald and Sea- 
man’s Magazine. The Board are happy to state that they have received a 
letter from Messrs.R. M. Higgsand John J. Masters, to whom the flag was 


forwarded, under the date of the 18th July, acknowledging the receipt 
of it, and assuring the Board that they should use every effort to ac- 
complish the design of the society. 

The Board was applied to early in the fall for information and advice 
on this subject from New-London. A correspondence was immediately 
opened, and the result has been the formation of a Bethel Union upon 
the plan recommended by this society. 

In a communication from Mr. Lyman Allyn, of that place, to: the 
Secretary, it is stated, that a constitution was adopted—12 directors cho- 
sen, an equal number each, from the Episcopalian, Baptist, Methodist 
and Presbyterian denominations, and that they had commenced their 
meetings under very favourable auspices. 

With great pleasure the Board announce the formation of a Bethel 
Union in Richmond, Va. ‘The first meeting was held on the 4th Octo- 
ber, on Board the Haxall, Capt. Holmes. | 


See Magazine, p. 447. 

On the 6th October, a meeting was held on beard the new ship Six 
Brothers, capt. Williams, lying at Saybrook, Conn. 

See Magazine, p. 447. 

In Philadelphia they. commenced last summer, and have had seve- 
ral meetings, although they have not adopted the Bethel Flag. The 


work, under the care of the Rev. J. Eastburn, is going on withgreat suc- 
cess. This aged servant of Christ is indefatigable in his labours among 
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the weather-heaten sons of the ocean, many of whose precious souls, 
as we have every reason to hope, will be jewels in his eternal crown of 
rejoicing. 

In Boston, also, there is a prospect of meeting with similar success. 
The Board lately forwardéd to that place a Bethel flag, (which had been 
presented to them for that purpose,) and the Rev. Wm. Jenks, the stated 
preacher to seamen, in acknowledging the receipt of it, remarks, the 
season was so far advanced, that it was thought best not to attempt 
originating these meetings during the present autumn. 


See Letter, p. 446. 


. The operations of societies in England, in behalf of seamen, are pro- 
gressing with wonderful success. It is extremely gratifying to see with 
what zeal this interesting subject is taken hold of by christians in almost 
every port in Great Britain, and what solicitude they manifest for its 
promotion in America. Every Report we receive from them contains 
the most cheering and animating intelligence. Christians there seem to 
make it the great business of their lives to do good. 

Would our limits permit, we might make extracts from their reports, 
but we shall content ourselves by observing, that the greatest efforts are 
making throughout the whole British empire to furnish seamen with the 
means of grace, accompanied, as we have no doubt, with many prayers, 
that these means may be blessed to the salvation of thousands of sea- 
men, and bring in arich revenue of glory to the Redeemer. The fore- 
most in these operations, was once a cabin boy, afterwards rose toa 
lieutenant in the British navy, is now a herald of the Cross, the Rev. 
G. C. Ssrta ! 

The general character of seamen, has of late greatly improved. It 
has been stated to one of the board, by a captain in the Liverpool 
trade, that he now scarcely ever hears a profane word on board his ves- 
sel ; and that on every Sabbath, when the weather will permit, the sea- 
men are collected in little groupes together, while one is reading to them 
the precious truths of the gospel. 

o enumerate all the advantages resulting from a well organized sys- 
tem of measures to improve the moral and religious condition of seamen, 
would swell this Report to an unreasonable length. Enough has been 
said, it is hoped, to insure the co-operation of every friend to Christianity, 


rise. 

In the address of the Liverpool Seaman’s Friend Society and Bethel 
Union, it is well remarked, “ that the national importance of seamen 
makes them objects of national interest.—They are the life of our com- 
merce, and successful defenders of our rights. Upon their enterprise 
and integrity depend, in a great degree, the success of our trade and the 
honour of our country—objects too vast and vital to be intrusted in any 
hands without the guarantee of moral principle.” 

But how does this consideration, weighty as it is, dwindle into com- 
parative insignificance, when put in competition with the interests of 4 
single soul! ‘This is the motive which should call into requisition every 
latent energy of our minds—impel us to severer duties, greater sacrifi- 
ces, and more humble, ardent and persevering prayer. 
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The Board cannot forbear to remark, that it is by no means an unim- 
portant circumstance that the six great denominations of Christians in 
our city, have most harmoniously combined their influence in this plo- 
rious work, and delight to gather round the mercy seat, and pour out their 
united supplications to our common Redeemer. In this the Board have 
began to realize the hopes of christians, who are looking forward with 
delighted anticipations to the period which they see rapidly advancing, 
when the Shiboleths of party, shall be merged in one common effort to 
send the gospel through the world. 

The day too will soon arrive, when the traveller, as he crosses the 
ocean, will find in every vessel a Bethel of prayer, an altar erected to 
our Lord and Redeemer ; and as he takes his circuit over the globe, will 
hail the disciples of Jesus in every clime, inhabiting every city and 
village in his course—every where churches consecrated to the service 
of the one living and true God, Father Son and Holy Spirit, will meet 
his rejoicing eyes, and hymns of gratitude and praise will vibrate on 
his ear. Yes, and much is reserved for Christian seamen in hastening 
on this happy day of sacred jubilee. They will become Heralds of the 
cross, and carry the glad. news of salvation to foreign lands and distant 
climes. To thousands who are now living without God, to whom 
“ Heaven presents no hopes and Hell no fears,” they will be .the 
honoured instruments of repeating the anthem chanted from the skies 
to the shepherds of Bethlehem. “‘ Unto you is born this day, in the 
city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Pious seamen are destined by the providence of God to act a distin- 
guished part in that moral revolution of the world, which is to give unto 
the Redeemer “ the heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermost ‘parts 
of the earth for his possession.” O, happy men! thus privileged to 
bear the blood-bought. blessings of redemption to earth’s remotest 
bounds. 

A few more rolling years at most, will thus usher in the glories of the 
millennial Sabbath. Time in its eagle flight has brought us to the close 
of another year, and in its narrow compass, how many events interesting 
to seamen, and the friends of seamen, have crowded |! How ‘many of 
them have gone’down to people the regions of despair! And many, we 
hope, of their immortal spirits, through the instrumentality of Bethel 
Union Societies, have ascended to shout unceasing hallelujahs to-the 
Redeemer! In the review we have much to humble—much to gladden. 
We have seen the mighty system of means urging forward in a ma- 
jestic and accelerated march the accomplishment of the divine purposes, 
publishing to all the world the forgiveness of sins. And whilst to us the 
Gospel clarion sounds in a louder and sweeter strain, utging us onward, 
does not this christian exertion commend itself to the best feelings and 
prayers of every renewed heart ? 

To-morrow—and a new year will dawn on this apostate world. Oh, 
may it prove a rich season of mercy to every benevolent enterprise that 
concerns the soul ! 

Respectfully submitted to the Society Ls the Board of Directors. 

ORACE HOLDEN, 
"Secretary. 
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GENERAL MEETING. 


Tue first anniversary of the Bethel Union Society was held on the 
evening of the thirty-first of December, at the Brick. Church in Beek- 
man-street. A large audience,» composed of the various denominations 
of Christians, and of the different classes of society in our city, assem- 
bled to witness the exercises. © eli 

The 100th ‘Psalm was‘sung in very solemm and appropriate music, 
which was followed with prayer by the Rev. Dr. Spring. 


In his address to the Throne of Grace, Dr. S. prayed that the assembly would 
‘bless and adore the Father of Mercies, for his great goodness to the church and the 
world, from age to age; that he had always preserved a seed to serve him on the 
earth, notwithstanding the apostacy of man; for the vast and astonishing displays 
of Almighty power and grace, now exhibiting to the world; for the establishment 
and preservation of the many institutions of charity, with which the Christian 
wofld abounds, and: especially for the establishment of this Society, whose first 
anniversary the audience had assembled to celebrate.—That the assembly 
would bless God, for extending the means of grace to the poor. seamen, those out- 
casts from Israel] and society; forthe prayers and the charities of Christians, to- 
i wards this forlorn class of men, and for the merciful indications the great Shepherd 
iit had given, that the means now using were such as he would own and bless. 

Diviz BETauNx, Esq. President, introduced the business of the meeting as 
follows :— 

We introduce this evening, for the first time in a public manner, new objects of 
solicitude to your prayers, to your Christian sympathies. Your charities have 
1 heretofore been éxtended to the spiritual wants of our brethren on the frontier set- 

tlements; to the untutored Indiaus in the surrounding forests; to the Hindoosin | 
Asia, and to the sable sons of Africa; whilst the seamen of our own port, went 
i out from us, and returned to us, without awakening in us that concern for their 
if eternal interests, to which their perilous warfare so eminently entitled them. 
ih) Life at best is but a stormy sea; andthe dwellers at home as well as they 
iif | whese home ison the deep, must encounter storms, and piracies, and death. 
t 
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But the temporal life of the hardy mariner is peculiarly exposed to danger. How 
do we feel when the blustering snow storm rattles our casements, and whistles 
loudly in our ears, how do we feel for the bewildered crew, just driving on our 
. coast. Ah! when we hear of the newly discovered wreck, the bodies frozen to 
i e death, some of them clasped in each other’s arms, a scene not long since realized, 
i i how consoling would be the thought, that we had united in prayer with these men, 
and that they had committed themselves in faith to the care of Him, who is as able 
i to save them in the hour of death, and to keep them safe through eternity, as to 
it uide them in time. Why are not our floating ships become floating chapels? 
4 hy do not the family, shut up as it were in the ark, where only sea and sky are 
seen—why do they not erect the family altar there, and worship, morning and 
evening, Him who preserves them on the whelming wave, and gives them to see his 
wonders in the great deep? How precious at such seasons might be to them the sa- 
) cred volume which speaks of Jesus’ love? Blessed he the Lord, his season of mer- 
HH cy to seamen appears to be come. This evening we hope to satisfy you, from our 
Mi report, and other sources of information, that our seafaring brethren not only ac- 
cept, but invite the cordial co-operation of their brethren on the land, to promote 
their spiritual welfare. Brethren and sisters, we have a gracious prayer-hearing 
a | God ;—the throne of grace is accessible to all who humbly and sincerely draw 
; it “ near to it. We ask yolr fervent supplications for this class of men, and for all who 
i are engaged in their behalf. 
T' cannot conclude these introductory remarks more properly than in the words 
of the Christian Poet :— 


“ Prayer was inted to convey 
The blessings God desigus to give: 
ah) Long as they live Christians pray, 
ae "Tis only while they pray they live.” 
) The ay i which will be found in our present number, was then 
OR 


iM read by ack Houipen, Esq. Secretary ; after which Capt. Tuxo- 
mii) was Carpenter, of the Methodist church, made the following motion : 
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Resolved, That the Report just read be accepted, and printed under 
the direction of the Board. 


Capt. CARPENTER, on offering this resolution, said, the condition of seamen 
had excited, and very justly excited, the sympathies and charities of Christians 
throughout the world; that the prayers of the pious, in Europe, in Asia and in 
America, were fervantly offered up on their behalf; that it was matter of surprise 
they had been so long neglected. ey were a very deserving class of men: they 
increase Our wealth ; they fight our battles; they defend our country. Our farm- 
ers are under obligations to them; our merchants cannot do without their exer- 
tions, nor our liberties be secure without their valour and their power. . He re- 
joiced at the successive and successful endeavours of the Christian eommunity te 
elevate their character and better their condition. With joy he saw Marine Bible 
Societies formed; with joy he saw, after many years discouragement, the Sea- 
men’s Church erected and supported; and with additional joy, he now saw this So- 
ciety instituted and prosperous. He had attended the Mariner’s Church, and 
heard sailors expressing their earnest desire to serve the Lord, asking for direction 
and encouragement, and expressing their determination to lead a new life. He 
knew no reason why ships may not become sanctuaries, and why the promises may 
not extend to include within their life-giving influence, those who go down into 
ships, as well as those who remain upon land. He had frequently known seamen 
to express a desire to find a place of worship, he had seen their sorrow and their 
misery, and he kpew sailors might be preserved from profanity and debauchery. 
He had been a seaman himself; his own experience contradicted the assertion that 
profanity is necessary to insure obedience from seamen. Commanders should be 
exhorted ; they might do much for the moral and religious benefit of their crews; 
if they would use. their exertions, they would find the passions of seamen might 
be softened and mitigated by the mild, yet mighty influences of the grace of God. 
A captain of a British ghip (said Mr. C.) told me that there were 1,500 vessels en- 
gaged in the coal trade—that the crews would average 10 men, and that, by the 
use of means, one third part of the whole number had become praying men. 
Whatasight! To behold seamen pressing forward on Sabbath morning to church, 
eager to engage in prayer, singing, and other devotional! exercises! They would 
then be better sailors, better soldiers, better men. 


“ Let triflers say whate’er they can, 
Tis Religion only makes the man.” 


We have great reason to rejoice in our prospects. Let us ask God for his bless- 
ing on our efforts, and let us wait in faith our final reward. 


The resolution was then read and adopted. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


WE must leave to our next number the other speeches delivered on this occa- 
sion, to make a remark of our own, on a subject which, although forgotten until 
this moment, is really of some importance to—us at least. It is so rare a thing for 
us to hear from our distant subscribers, that when a letter came, a few days ago, 
post-marked “ Knoxville, Ten.” we opened it with avidity; but, to our great sur- 
prise, found it was not from any of our old patrons, nor an order from new ones, as 
the following extract will evidently show :-— 

“ Your predecessor in editing the Christian Herald, the pious CALDWELL,” [we re- 
peat his name with the deepest veneration,] ‘‘we presume was a Trinitarian. He 
loved his Saviour—Ged. Oh, ifhis departed spirit could mourn to see his Herald thus 
prostituted as to make a citation from a Unitarian Miscellany, it would have wept 
bitterly when your number of November 3d, 1821, appeared. When we read page 
372, we began to suspect a defection from orthodoxy and truth, and determined no 
longer to support such a paper. As soon therefore as Tennessee money can be 
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changed for par money in New-York, our subscription to the Christian Herald will 
be discontinued.” 
(Signed) ‘*CiT1zENs OF Knox County.” 


Our want of room, and the anonymous character of this communication, prevent 
us from making a longer extract, which we’ hope the writer will receive as a suffi- 
cient apology for omitting many of the excellent things which he has said. We 
think some of the Trinitarian Divines in our city (nearly all of whom* honour us 
with their patronage) will feel obliged to our western friend for the discovery he 
has made, since we doubt whether one of them, or the many others whose names 
are enrolled on our subscription list, have ever even suspected that the CHRISTIAN 
HERALD had become the advocate of the unchristian doctrines of Socinus or Uni- 
tarians. 

While we, and our subscribers generally, we presume, feel satisfied as to the or- 


thodoxy of our creed, we rejoice to find there is a jealousy on this important subject 


in those parts of our country where the awful heresy of Socinianism or Unitarianism 
is very likely to prevail, in the absence of those ministers who preach what WE be- 
lieve, viz.—-‘* That there are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost; and these three are one true, eternal God, the same in substance, 
equal in power and glory :”—That “ the scriptures manifest that the Son and the 
Holy Ghost are God equal with the Father; ascribing unto them such names, at- 
tributes, works and worship, as are proper to God only.” 

Now we do not think it worth our while to enter into any farther defence of our 
opinions, on account of this anonymous attack, than merely to request our readers 
to turn to page 372, where they will find that the only sin we have committed in the 
premises, is giving credit to the Unitarian Miscellany for stating the truth in the in- 
stance referred to. 

We should be sorry indeed to lose any subscribers in Tennessee, or elsewhere, 
and feel confident, that on a more close examination, no Trinitarian would with- 
draw his name for the offence which gave rise to the communication from the 
“ Citizens of Knox County.” 

While on this subject, we would return our most grateful acknowledgments to 
our old patrons for their continued support; and to the many new ones who have 
favoured us with theirs. We assure them that we shall still endeavour to make 
our work interesting and instructive;. and, although we shall not devote our pages 
to the interests of any sect or party, we shall contend earnestly for the faith once 
delivered to ‘the saints; ‘and devote our every effort to the building up of that 
church, of which JESUS CHRIST is both the foundation and the superstructure. 

To many Ministers and other friends, who have interested themselves in ex- 
tending the circulation of our work, and to one member of the ‘Society for pro- 
moting the Gospel among Seamen,” especially, who has procured upwards of 
thirty subscribers, since the commencement of the present volume, we are under 
great obligations, and to them we tender our sincere thanks. The circulation of 

the only work in this country devoted to the spiritual interests of SEAMEN, must 
be considered a most important object ; and we hope the example of the gentleman 
above alluded to will stimulate others to go and do LIKEWISE. 


«“Y. C.” and several other communications are received. In order to give the 
proceedings of the Bethel Union, several articles prepared for this number are un- 
avoidably deferred. 


* Presbyterians, Reformed Dutch, Associate Reformed, Reformed Presbyterians, 
Episcopalians, Methodists, Baptists, Moravians, &c. 





